purification

so much easier ^^dbstro^-^^    need so much
less patience to ^^|ome^jtj|iise qualities that he
has ; he feels as if he ^eoSiS' strike at them and slay
them, and so be rid of them. But it is not thus that
he can enter into the Temple; for he must take
there as his sacrifice that has to be offered on the
very threshold of the Temple, everything that he
has gathered in his past, that be has turned into
power and faculty ; he must not go in thither empty-
handed, he must take with him all that he has
gathered in his lower life. So that he dares not
destroy; he must perform the harder work of
purification; he must keep the essence of all the
qualities, while he strikes away from them every-
thing that is personal. All the lessons he has learnt
of virtue and of vice, all these are the experiences
that in the pilgrimage behind him he has gathered ;

he must take the essence of every quality with him,
for these are the results of all his climbing ; but he
must take them as pure gold to the altar, and no
dross must be mingled with the gold.

Let us take one or two of these qualities in order to
see clearly what purification means; for if we under-
stand it as to one or two qualities, then at our leisure
we can work it out for the rest, and the lesson is all-
important as to how the purification is to be worked.

Let me take first a mighty force v/hich is in every
human being, which he develops in the low stages of
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